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ROSEAU, Dominica, CMC – Prime Minister, 
Roosevelt Skerrit, won a third consecutive term in 
office on Monday, as his ruling Dominica Labour 
Party (DLP) won its fourth consecutive five-year term 
in power, withstanding a strong challenge from the 
main opposition United Workers Party (UWP).

Preliminary results show that the DLP had won 
15 of the 21 seats in the general election, with the 
UWO, which had won a mere three seats in 2009, 
doubling its tally to six.

Prime Minister Skerrit, who comfortably won his 
Vielle Case constituency, will however, have to do 
without his Information Minister and DLP deputy 
leader, Ambrose George, who lost to newcomer at-
torney, Joshua Francis, while Health Minister, Julius 
Timothy, lost to Danny Lugay.

UWP leader, Lennox Linton, who had predicted 
that his party would have won 15 seats in the elec-
tion, easily won the Marigot constituency, which he 
took over from former prime minister, Edison James.

In a radio and television interview soon after, it 
became apparent that the DLP had won the election. 
Prime Minister Skerrit appealed for unity in building 
the country after the six week campaign.

“I accept the will and verdict of the people,” Skerrit 
said, after he watched his 18-3 majority in the last 
Parliament dwindle to 15-6.

Skerrit congratulated Linton on entering the new 
Parliament, saying the outcome of the polls showed 
that the island had become “mature democracy”.

Skerrit said he wanted to thank Dominicans for 
conducting themselves “properly throughout the 
campaign and minimizing the incidence of intimida-
tion, violence and destruction, which we often see 
taking place elsewhere.”

But in an immediate response, Linton told radio 
listeners that the election had been won by intimi-
dation and bribery and accused the ruling party of 
orchestrating such a strategy to ensure it remained 
in power.

“So at the end of the day, the election leaves 
us with more questions,” Linton said, noting that 
despite the statesmanlike address given by Sker-
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rit, he and his DLP had “flagrantly” disregarded the 
code of conduct drawn up by the religious groups, 
to govern the conduct of the parties and politicians 
on the campaign.

“The church must ask itself a question of rel-
evance,” Linton said, adding “who fools who,” telling 

his supporters “let us keep hope alive” and promis-
ing that his party would continue with its policy of 
conducting campaigns that would bring forward the 
ills confronting the country.

In his address, Skerrit said that the DLP victory 
had “refuted the simplistic argument, that democracy 
is about giving parties two or three bites of the cherry, 
and then send them home packing. The truth is that 
in any country, especially in developing countries, a 
party that consistently delivers on its promises and 
takes the country along a clear path of development 
can win a fourth consecutive term. Tonight we can 
celebrate the fact that Dominicans will continue to 
enjoy the rise in standard of living and quality of life 
as we had been doing since 2000.”

Skerrit said that he was delighted that the popu-
lation had studied his party’s achievements in office 
and that every national had benefitted from the socio-
economic policies of his administration.

“I am sure this is your way of showing gratitude, 
this is why you have decided to give us the new man-
date to continue to deliver the very many realistic 
promises we made to you in the manifesto,” he said, 
adding the manifesto had been drawn up “not just 
to win the election, but also to serve as a manual to 
guide our governance of Dominica during the next 
five years.”

Skerrit said that the composition of his new ad-
ministration would be announced at a later date, and 
that while he was mindful of the need for a relaxation, 
Tuesday would not be a public holiday.

was imprisoned for four months.
The Mandela Legacy Committee is a not-for-profit 

community organization formed following Mandela’s 
death in December 2013 at the age of 95.

The mission of committee is to promote the 
legacy of Nelson Mandela in Canada by initiating 
and supporting activities in Canada, which preserve 
the memory of Mandela’s life and achievements in 
bringing freedom and democracy to South Africa.

The committee will also work with groups and 
institutions to promote in Canada, Mandela’s vision 
of an inclusive society committed to social justice 
and human rights for all.

Its membership is made up of individuals and 
representatives from various organizations who wish 
to contribute to the work and mission of the commit-
tee. The MLC invites membership from individuals 

and groups from across Canada.
McKell reminded everyone the walk takes its 

starting point from comments Mandela made while 
facing the death penalty at the end of  what became 
his famous ‘Speech from the Dock’ on April 20, 1964:

“I have fought against white domination, and I 
have fought against black domination. I have cher-
ished the ideal of a democratic and free society in 
which all persons live together in harmony and with 
equal opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to live 
for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for 
which I am prepared to die.”

The Freedom Walk is an expression of a commit-
ment to an equitable society and will take place on 
Saturday, June 20, 2015, 11a.m. – 4 p.m. 

For more information, visit www.mandelacanada.
com.
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana, CMC – Guyana and Fiji 
have established diplomatic relations with George-
town, saying that the decision to establish relations 
was taken after the Asian country held democratic 
elections in September.

A government statement said that “the decision 
is also in keeping with the foreign policy of the Gov-
ernment of Guyana to develop relations with those 
member states of the international community with 
which it shares mutual interests and values.”

Fiji was re-admitted to the Commonwealth, fol-
lowing a period of military rule and its elections on 
September 17, this year.

The statement said that by signing the diplomatic 
accord “both states have agreed for their diplomatic 
relations to be guided by the principles and purposes 
of the United Nations Charter and international 
law particularly on equality among States, respect 
for national sovereignty, independence, territorial 
integrity, non-interference in the internal affairs of 
other States, and respect for international treaties.”

The agreement was signed by Guyana’s Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, Ambassador 
George Talbot, and the Permanent Representative 
of Fiji to the United Nations, Ambassador Peter 
Thomson.
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Dominica PM, Roosevelt Skerrit, addressing the nation 
after his third consecutive election win on Monday. Photo 
credit: Dominica Information Service.


